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Abstract

Cheonsa(Jll#®) Kim Jong—Deok’s(£5%%) Academic
Network and Status

Kim, Ji-eun
The Korean Studies Institute, Senior Researcher

Cheonsa Kim Jong—deok(1724~1797) was one of the great schol-
ars representing the literary figure circle under Lee Sang—jeong(ZE4i#).
Devoting his entire life to study, he also worked hard on the inheritance
of Lee’s academic genealogy. This study set out to examine Kim’s aca—
demic network and its characteristics based on his 401 letters in Cheonsajip
Olli%%) and 130 literary figures recorded in Yujajeonggeupmunrok (3%
T2 P8k,

There are two people that had the most influence on the for—
mation of Kim’s academic network from his masters to literary figures
around him. They are “Lee Hwang” and “Lee Sang—jeong”, who served
as the most important elements in the organization and characteristics
of his network.

Kim’s academic network was formed as he became a member of
Lee Sang-jeong’s literary circle in 1759 and gradually incorporated
into the mainstream Toegye School, securing a position of leading the
school in the second half of the 1770s. Lee Sang—jeong’s expectations

for and trust in him further solidified his position. After the death of



Lee Sang—jeong, Kim inherited the study of his master by making use of
his academic network and made a lot of efforts to ensure its completion.
His efforts finally paid off when Lee Sang—jeong was placed as the
legitimate successor of Lee Hwang.

Kim also engaged in activities to transmit the study of his master
through his academic network centered around literary figures. He put
a special emphasis on the importance of studying through discussions
and collaborations among literary figures, which resulted in the further
reinforcement of their solidarity. In addition, the literary figures made
academic achievements, as well. Kim Jong—deok was devoted to his
role as a bridge in the transmission of Toegye’s academic genealogy

into the 19" century by making active use of his academic network.

Key words
* Yeongnam Namin, Kim Jong—Deok, Lee Sang—Jeong, academic

network, ToeGye school
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